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We live in a time of profound challenge and opportunity. 
The signs of crisis are all around us – a mounting perfect 
storm of climate disruption, ecological degradation, war, 
and extreme inequality that warns us business as usual is 
over. The past 75 years saw humans inflict more damage on 
Earth's living systems than in all prior human history. We 
have been acting out a story of separation and domination. 
The consequences have caught up with us. 

 And yet, the same advances that brought us to this 
perilous brink also provide previously unimagined potential 
to shape a different future. Around the world, people are 
awakening to the need for deep change. Conversations once 
limited to environmentalists or peace activists are 
converging into a shared understanding. Whether the focus 
is climate justice, racial justice, economic democracy, 
peaceful reconciliation of conflict, or spiritual renewal, all 
these dialogues come down to a call to transform our 
relationship with one another and Earth. 

 This transformation requires more than policy tweaks. 
It calls for an evolutionary leap in our consciousness. It asks 
us to reexamine the stories at the core of our civilization – 
stories about who we are, why we are here, and how we 
relate to one another and the rest of creation. Being human, 
in this moment, means rediscovering our place in creation’s 
journey – the ongoing unfolding of life in this universe – 
and choosing to shape that journey to favor life, justice and 
community. 

I speak to you as someone who has walked a path from 
the heart of the old story into the emerging new. I was born 
in 1937 in a small conservative town in Washington State. 
I grew up in a close family of staunch Republicans. In my 
young adulthood, I embraced the ideals of progress and 
capitalism. During my undergraduate years at Stanford, I 
was a “conservative young Republican” convinced that the 
American way of life I then knew was the pinnacle of 
human achievement.  I then set out on a career in 
international development, believing firmly in the post-war 
narrative that Western economic models could uplift the 
“Third World.” In the 1960s and ’70s, I worked in Africa, 
Latin America, and Asia, including advising leading 
business schools and government agencies under the 
auspices of USAID and the Ford and Rockefeller 
Foundations.  

However, living and working in different cultures began  
to quietly challenge my assumptions. I witnessed local 

communities struggling not because they lacked Western-
style know-how, but often because global economic forces 
were undermining their well-being. I saw forests, lands, and 
waters devastated in the name of development and profit. 
Over time, it became clear that something was 
fundamentally wrong with the story I had been taught – the 
story that endless economic growth and free markets would 
inevitably benefit everyone. 

A significant crack in my old worldview came in the 
early 1970s with the landmark Limits to Growth study 
published by the Club of Rome. It showed that infinite 
growth on a finite planet is a dangerous illusion. Grappling 
with its findings, I began to see the clash between the 
dominant economic theory of the time and the ecological 
reality we could not escape. This was a sobering wake-up 
call. 

Another pivotal moment in my awakening came two 
decades later through the example of South Africa’s 
journey out of apartheid. Although I never met Nelson 
Mandela, in January 1992 I had the privilege of working 
with a group of his close colleagues. I traveled to South 
Africa to speak at a workshop for leaders of the African 
National Congress who were preparing to assume roles in 
the post-apartheid government. Several participants had 
spent long years imprisoned on Robben Island with 
Mandela. I was struck by how these former political 
prisoners carried themselves – with dignity and 
intelligence, yes, but even more so with a profound 
magnanimity of spirit. 

During sessions and over meals, they spoke not of 
revenge, but of reconciliation. In fact, I was astonished that 
I heard no bitterness or anger from men who had every 
reason to be bitter and angry. Instead, they conveyed a deep 
insight: the oppressive system of apartheid had diminished 
the humanity of everyone involved. In effect, the system 
had imprisoned both the jailers and the jailed. The white 
jailers and officials who upheld apartheid were, in the eyes 
of these freedom fighters, also trapped in a dehumanizing 
system of fear and violence. The task was not to punish one 
side and reward the other, but to free both from the chains 
of an unjust order. 

This revelation left a lasting imprint on me. It was a 
living demonstration of a universal truth. We are all harmed 
by systems of domination and exclusion, even those who 
appear to benefit from them. The humanity of both the 
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oppressor and oppressed is suppressed in an unjust system. 
The capacity of the former prisoners to forgive, and their 
focus on creating a just and inclusive new South Africa, 
opened my eyes to the possibility of a different kind of 
society – one grounded not in fear and vengeance, but in 
shared humanity and mutual liberation. I carried this lesson 
forward: true justice seeks to restore humanity on all sides 
and to uproot the systems that deny our interdependence. 

In 1997, another chance encounter propelled me further 
along the path of rethinking our human story. At a 
conference in Spain, I crossed paths with a remarkable 
biologist - Dr. Mae-Wan Ho. During a conference break, 
Dr. Ho approached me to introduce herself and mentioned 
she had read my book When Corporations Rule the World. 
She went on to identify herself as a new biologist and 
suggested that her research might be relevant to my work. 
 She went on to explain that a conventional biologist 
grinds up a living cell, studies its chemical composition, 
and thinks they have learned something about life. That was 
the state of the biological sciences less than 30 years ago. 
Dr. Ho went on to explain: “As a new biologist, I study 
living cells and their continuing exchange of nutrients, 
water, energy, and information. Take the example of our 
individual human body, the organism with which we each 
have our closest connection. Each human body is 
comprised of tens of trillions of living cells, half of them 
microorganisms.  With no mechanism of central control, 
these organisms together self-organize to create and 
maintain each human body, the vessel of our individual 
consciousness and the instrument of our individual 
agency.”  

I was stunned by the self-evident truth of Dr. Ho’s 
observation. And its extraordinary implications for our 
understanding of what and who we are. And how we must 
learn to organize ourselves in our current modern context. 
In less than a minute, Dr. Ho had fundamentally changed 
how I see the world in which we all live.   I realized that if 
we humans understood how living systems organize, 
cooperate, and maintain resilience, we could fundamentally 
redesign our economy based on life-centered principles.  

One idea from Dr. Ho struck me with particular force. 
She noted that science was undergoing a paradigm shift: 
moving away from viewing Earth as a machine—the view 
I had been taught in school and toward understanding Earth 
as a living organism. This was a stunning revelation.  

I came to see that the difference between these 
worldviews is profound. If we think of the world as a 
machine, we assume it has no purpose beyond the utility of 
its parts, and no value beyond what humans impose. But if 
we understand the world as a living system, then every 
creature is a subject with intrinsic value, not merely an 
object to be used.  

This understanding reframed everything for me. It 
offered a key insight into the difference between the society 
in which we currently live—one built on a story of 
competition and domination – and the story we could 
create, one based on principles of ecology, community, and 

cooperation. 
All these pieces came together in my mind – the 

ecological limits highlighted by science, the moral vision 
of justice exemplified by Mandela’s inner circle, and the 
living-systems perspective illuminated by Dr. Ho.  I felt I 
was awakening from what I later called a cultural trance. 
The old story was not just false. it was destructive of our 
humanity and had devastating consequences for our human 
contribution to the continued unfolding of Creation. 

The “old story” has dominated Western culture since the 
scientific revolution, and it still permeates our institutions 
and our minds. It is a story that tells us matter is the only 
reality, life is an accidental outcome of material 
complexity, and consciousness is merely an illusion. In this 
telling, the universe is essentially a giant clockwork – a 
mechanism running down since the Big Bang. Evolution is 
miscast as a purely competitive struggle – “survival of the 
fittest” – in which only the ruthless survive and the weak 
perish.  

This worldview, born in an era when science knew far 
less than it does now, paints the cosmos as fundamentally 
lifeless and indifferent. It strips nature of any sacredness or 
subjectivity, reducing the miracle of life to a random 
accident and other beings to mere objects. The old story 
alienates us from life and spirit, mocking compassion as 
naive and dismissing caring for others or for Earth as 
irrational. In the end, it leaves us with no higher purpose 
beyond material gratification – a futile attempt to distract 
ourselves from the terrible loneliness of conscious beings 
in a dead, uncaring universe.   

We can see the consequences of living by this story all 
around us. We have created societies that worship money 
and markets as if they were gods, while treating people and 
nature as disposable. We celebrate economic growth and 
wealth accumulation by a few, as Earth’s living organisms 
fray under the strain. And billions struggle to meet basic 
needs. In the old story, success is defined by the domination 
– of nature, of nations, of other people – and by how much 
we can take for ourselves. Is it any wonder that this cultural 
narrative has led to a world of extreme inequality, violence, 
and ecological crisis? 

But here is the key: the old story is just that – a story. It 
is a product of the human imagination, not a fixed reality. 
And modern science, along with timeless spiritual wisdom, 
has thoroughly discredited the core premises of this 
narrative.   

We now know that the universe, far from being a 
random assemblage of lifeless parts, is a deeply 
interconnected web of relationships. Evolution is not a 
simple tale of ruthless competition. Cooperation and 
symbiosis are fundamental to life’s unfolding on Earth. 

Perhaps most importantly, humans are not separate from 
nature. Nor are we exempt from nature’s laws. We are part 
of Earth’s living community, thoroughly dependent on the 
health and wellbeing of the whole. The old story’s portrayal 
of us as isolated, purely self-interested beings is both 
scientifically and spiritually false. It negates the essence of 
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our humanity and our place in creation. Little wonder that 
a culture based on this story engenders loneliness and a 
sense of meaninglessness. It tells us we have no higher 
purpose than consumption and competition, leaving a void 
where our sense of belonging should be. We are not lonely 
cogs in a meaningless machine; we are participants in a 
vibrant, sacred, continuously unfolding community of life. 

In this new understanding, Earth itself is alive – a self-
regulating, complex system, Gaia, where rock, air, water, 
and living beings all co-evolve in a delicate balance. Every 
aspect of Earth affects every other. What happens to any 
member of the Earth community ultimately affects the 
whole. Earth cannot survive in fragments. We cannot trash 
one part of the biosphere and expect the rest to be healthy. 
The web of life is exactly that: a web, intricately 
interconnected. This insight carries profound 
responsibility: harm to any part of our Earth family is harm 
to all. 

We also recognize that while Earth has astonishing 
powers of renewal, it is not infinitely forgiving. Once a 
species is extinguished, no power in heaven or on Earth can 
bring it back. This brings sharp clarity to our moment. If we 
squander the living riches of Earth, we rob both current and 
future generations of irreplaceable gifts. 

Another element of this emerging story is the 
recognition that the human economy is a subsystem of 
Earth’s economy, not the other way around. We have been 
under the delusion that a growing GDP means we are 
getting better off. But as theologian Thomas Berry pointed 
out, “to glory in a rising GDP while Earth’s life-sustaining 
systems deteriorate is an economic absurdity.” You cannot 
have a thriving human economy on a collapsing natural 
base.  

It is obvious that our well-being wholly depends on the 
well-being of Earth. Clean air, fresh water, healthy soil, a 
stable climate, the diversity of species – these are the real 
foundations of prosperity. Money is just a symbol. It cannot 
substitute for the wealth of living systems, which is the true 
source of our sustenance. 

This new story is based on contemporary scientific 
findings, spiritual teachings, and indigenous understanding. 
It resonates with the discoveries of quantum and systems 
science, with religious teachings that regard creation as 
sacred and interconnected. And the ancient traditional 
understanding of ubuntu—I am because you are. 

Rather than banishing spirit from the world, it sees the 
divine consciousness of spirit as present throughout 
creation – the living breath within all beings. Instead of 
portraying God as an absentee landlord separate from a 
profane Earth, this understanding invites us to see the face 
of the divine in the world around us. I often refer to 
theologian Marcus Borg’s observation, “Tell me your 
image of God, and I will tell you, your politics.” If we 
imagine the divine as a distant ruler removed from creation, 
we may treat the Earth as a soulless resource to exploit. But 
if we see the divine in all of creation – if we recognize that 
the sacred is embodied in each part of creation – then caring 

for each other and the Earth becomes a moral and spiritual 
imperative, not an afterthought. 

In the new story, life is the central miracle. We 
understand that humans are latecomers in a universe that 
has been unfolding for nearly 14 billion years. Earth formed 
about 4.5 billion years ago, and life arose on Earth not long 
after. Over eons, single-celled organisms evolved into more 
complex forms. Life spread to every corner of the planet, 
diversifying into countless species. Eventually, one branch 
of life became conscious of itself. We identified ourselves 
as humans. We literally share common ancestors with all 
other living beings, making us kin to the trees, the birds, the 
fishes, and the fungi.  

We also have our own distinctive qualities. With our big 
brains and self-awareness comes a profound responsibility. 
We are creation become conscious of itself – a gift that 
comes with the duty to serve life, not to destroy it. Far from 
being the masters of nature, we are more like trustees of 
Earth, here to tend the garden of this living planet that 
birthed us.  

In truth, Earth can survive without us, but we cannot 
survive without Earth. Our role is not to subdue the Earth, 
but to partner with the rest of life – to enhance the 
conditions for life’s flourishing, as many Indigenous 
traditions have long taught. 

If the old story left us without purpose, the new story 
restores a compelling sense of moral purpose: to nurture 
life, to expand the possibilities for future generations of all 
species, and to deepen the expressions of love, beauty, and 
awareness in the world. It tells us that humans have a place 
of service in creation’s journey. That, in fact, living Earth 
has brought us forth not so we might exploit and dominate, 
but so we might contribute to the well-being and continual 
unfolding of the whole.  

This perspective changes everything. It invites us to 
reconsider what we value, how we measure progress, and 
how we structure our societies. It calls us to abandon the 
idolatry of money and growth of the economy for growth’s 
sake. And instead to embrace the love of life in all its forms.  

What would a society that loves life – rather than money 
– look like? We do not have to guess. Over the past decades, 
people worldwide have been articulating the principles of 
just such a society. One powerful statement is the Earth 
Charter, a global consensus document on values and 
principles for a sustainable future. The Earth Charter’s 
preamble calls for humanity to form “one human family 
and one Earth community with a common destiny,” 
founded on “respect for nature, universal human rights, 
economic justice, and a culture of peace.”  These are not 
just lofty words – they are guideposts for our human 
survival and flourishing. 

The Earth Charter distills four overarching principles for 
an Earth-aligned civilization. First is respect and care for 
the community of life – recognizing the inherent value of 
all living beings and the interdependence of all life. In 
practical terms, this means treating every person and 
creature with compassion and being responsible stewards 
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of the larger web of life.  

Second is Ecological Integrity – protecting Earth’s 
ecological systems, preventing harm to the environment, 
and living within the planet’s ecological means. This calls 
for strong action to halt environmental destruction. We 
must transition to clean energy, conserve biodiversity, and 
facilitate healing the damage we have done to Earth’s 
ecosystems.  

Third, the Charter upholds social and economic justice 
– eradicating poverty, ensuring equitable development, and 
affirming that everyone has the right to basic conditions for 
a life of dignity. In a life-centered society, the economy’s 
purpose is to meet real human and community needs rather 
than to endlessly enrich a few.  

The fourth principle is democracy, nonviolence, and 
peace – affirming that all people have a say in the decisions 
that affect them. And that a culture of peace and mutual 
understanding must replace the old habits of war and 
domination. 

To truly embrace these principles will require profound 
systemic changes. It means reinventing our institutions – 
our economies, our governments, our educational systems 
– to align in service to a living Earth. We must redesign our 
lives and economies based on the understanding that we are 
part of nature, not apart from nature. 

In concrete terms, this implies many shifts. It means 
moving rapidly from fossil fuels to renewable energy, to 
restore ecological balance and stabilize the climate for 
future generations. It means rethinking how we measure 
progress. Instead of judging success by GDP growth, we 
would measure it by indicators of well-being – health, 
happiness, equity, and the thriving of our environment.  

It means restructuring the economy to secure the 
accountability of its institutions to the people and Earth that 
these institutions are intended to serve. Break up 
monopolies and root the ownership of the pieces under the 
control of the people they are intended to serve. The goal is 
an economy that serves life, rather than exploiting and 
destroying it. 

A life-centered society requires tackling inequality 
head-on. As research has shown, more unequal societies 
tend to have worse outcomes in nearly every aspect of 
human well-being, from health to social cohesion. Beyond 
a certain point, more wealth for the wealthy adds nothing to 
societal health and happiness. Rather it erodes the social 
fabric. Policies that promote fair distribution of resources – 
progressive taxation, living wages, universal access to 
healthcare and education, and limits on extreme wealth – 
become essential. The aim is not total equality, but to 
ensure everyone has enough and that wealth serves the 
community, not just itself. 

Crucially, a life-centered way of living elevates the 
importance of community and relationships. Instead of the 
hyper-individualism of the old story, we recognize that our 
freedom and thriving are relational. We best fulfill 
ourselves through building caring relationships – with 
family, friends, neighbors, and nature – far more than 

through accumulating things.  
Studies confirm what our hearts know. People who 

focus their lives on money and consumption suffer higher 
rates of anxiety and depression, whereas those who find 
meaning in relationships and service report greater 
happiness. We experience the fullness of life through the 
caring bonds of loved ones and community, through the 
positive rush of helping a neighbor, and through our care 
for nature. We flourish when we are connected – when we 
belong to a community that cares for us and have work that 
allows us to contribute our own gifts in return. 

One can imagine how different such a society would feel 
and look compared to what we now experience. Let us take 
a moment to visualize it. Painting a picture of the possible 
future helps make it real.  

Imagine you could travel a few decades into the future, 
to a time when these principles have taken root. You might 
find yourself in a world of vibrant, human-scale 
communities. Perhaps you visit a town where people live in 
compact, green neighborhoods. Homes are modest but 
comfortable, designed for energy efficiency and powered 
by the sun and wind. Most residents get around by walking 
or cycling, as their daily needs are met for work, shops, 
school – all close by. Cars exist, but far fewer than today, 
and they are quiet, clean electric vehicles used mainly for 
providing public transport for essential trips. The air is 
clean, and children can safely play in the streets. 

In this future community, much of what people need is 
produced locally or regionally. Small farms growing a 
diversity of crops surround the town, and local farmers sell 
fresh food at a market hall. Local businesses – a bakery, a 
repair shop, a solar panel workshop – all thrive and provide 
good livelihoods. The economy is no longer about endless 
consumption, but about sustainable prosperity – meeting 
everyone’s basic needs and well-being within Earth’s 
limits. Meaningful work is abundant: people are employed 
in restoring ecosystems, farming in regenerative ways, 
teaching and caring for others, creating art and culture. 
These kinds of jobs, which build community and heal the 
Earth, are valued and fairly paid. 

Importantly, gross disparities of wealth have 
disappeared. There are no billionaires living in mansions 
while others struggle in slums. While people still have 
different talents and earnings, the gap between rich and 
poor is small, and everyone has access to the essentials of a 
dignified life. This creates a palpable sense of social 
cohesion – a feeling that “we’re all in this together.” 
Decisions are made as locally as possible: town meetings 
and councils are common, giving people a direct say in 
shaping their community’s future. Democracy is a lived 
reality, not a distant ideal. 

As you travel through this world, you see nature thriving 
alongside human communities. There are parks, 
community gardens, and tree-lined streets within the town. 
Beyond the town are greenbelts of forest and meadow. You 
notice that the endless sprawl of suburban strip-malls and 
tract housing is nowhere in sight.  
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An elder explains that as the price of oil rose and climate 

disruptions worsened, people abandoned those 
unsustainable patterns of the early 21st century. They 
realized it made no sense to pave over fertile land and drive 
hours a day in polluting cars. Instead, communities grew 
more compact and self-sufficient, preserving open land for 
nature and agriculture. Rivers run clean, wildlife has 
corridors to roam, and people have space to enjoy the 
beauty of the natural world. 

The atmosphere of daily life feels different in this future 
– more relaxed and connected. There is a sense of peace and 
contentment that comes from living in harmony with 
neighbors and nature. This world resonates with what we 
know in our hearts to be right. It looks far more like what 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. called the beloved community – 
a society of justice, equal opportunity, and brotherhood. A 
sharp contrast with the dystopias of competition and greed 
we left behind. 

This vision of an Ecological Civilization is not an 
unattainable utopia. Elements of this world are already 
being built and lived in many places today – in eco-villages, 
green cities, and Indigenous-led conservation projects. The 
seeds of the future are all around us, waiting to be nurtured. 

It is inspiring to imagine such a future, but our task now 
is to turn inspiration into action. How do we navigate from 
the world we have to the Ecological Civilization we want? 
The scale of change needed can feel overwhelming. But 
history shows that systems can quickly change when 
enough people align their actions with a new story and push 
together for transformation. We are fortunate to have 
guidance from visionary leaders who walked this path 
before us, people who kept their moral compass even amid 
darkness. 

Recall Nelson Mandela and his comrades, who chose 
reconciliation over revenge. Their insight is crucial. The 
enemy is the system, not individual people. It means that as 
we work to change unjust systems – whether economic 
exploitation or racial domination – we should do so with a 
spirit of love and inclusion, not hate.  

We certainly must hold individuals accountable when 
they abuse power, but our goal is a healed society in which 
even former adversaries can find a place. This perspective 
helps us avoid the trap of dehumanization. As Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. taught, “Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; 
only love can do that.” The means must align with the ends: 
a just and compassionate world can only be built by just and 
compassionate means. 

King, Gandhi, Mandela – all understood that the change 
we seek goes beyond policy adjustments; it requires a 
revolution of values. Dr. King spoke of racism, 
materialism, and militarism as interlocking evils, and he 
called for a “radical revolution of values” – to shift from a 
thing-oriented society to a person-oriented society. From a 
money-centered culture to a life-centered culture.  

King’s vision of the Beloved Community aligns with the 
ecological and spiritual worldview we have been 

discussing. It is a society where love and justice reign. 
Where conflicts are resolved peacefully. And where 
everyone is cared for. The Beloved Community of an 
Ecological Civilization is not a distant ideal but a real 
possibility, if we dedicate ourselves to this Great Work of 
transformation. 

Part of that work is to change the stories that guide us. 
This involves education, media, the arts, and conversations 
at every level of society. We must challenge the old myths 
that equate wealth with virtue or paint humans as inherently 
selfish and competitive. We can replace them with 
narratives of interconnection, cooperation, and shared well-
being that are closer to the truth of our human nature.  

Modern psychology and anthropology tell us that 
humans are a highly social, empathetic species. We thrive 
through cooperation and mutual aid, not just competition. 
Our self-portrayal as purely selfish is a distortion that 
became a self-fulfilling prophecy. We need to undo that 
conditioning. To break free of our cultural trance – by 
embracing the living stories of empathy, solidarity, and 
ecological kinship that define our true, mature human 
nature. 

Another part of the work is to enact bold policies and 
institutional reforms that put our new values into practice. 
Certain directions are clear. We know, for example, that we 
must redirect resources and incentives: shifting subsidies 
and investments away from destructive industries (fossil 
fuels, deforestation, unsustainable agriculture, financial 
speculation, and the creation of artificial financial assets) 
and toward regenerative industries (renewable energy, 
ecosystem restoration, and sustainable farming).  

We know that our financial system should serve people 
and planet. Financial speculation and the private creation of 
derivatives, crypto currencies and other artificial financial 
assets enrich a few at the expense of the whole. They need 
to be curbed. Banking institutions should prioritize 
financing the real economy of beneficial jobs and 
production.  

We know that we must rein in corporate power. Through 
stronger antitrust enforcement to break up monopolies. 
Through laws that hold corporations accountable for 
environmental and social harm. And through restoring the 
principle that corporations are chartered only to serve a 
public purpose.  

None of these ideas are radical. They are common sense 
measures with historical precedents and broad public 
support. What often blocks them is the entrenched 
influence of elites benefiting from the status quo. But that 
influence can be suppressed when people organize in great 
numbers behind a moral vision. 

At the community level, each of us can help build the 
new economy of an Ecological Civilization from the 
ground up. Local food movements, cooperatives, 
community-owned energy projects, and participatory 
budgeting in cities – these are ways people are creating the 
new systems in the shell of the old. Every time a 
neighborhood starts an urban garden or a city sets up a 
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public solar utility, a piece of the life-centered society 
comes to life.  

Every time workers form a cooperative business or 
neighbors create a tool-sharing library, the grip of the old 
story loosens a bit more. These local efforts are the 
laboratories of systemic transformation. They inspire 
others. Success stories can spread and scale up through 
networks of communities learning from each other. 

Policy changes and grassroots innovation can and must 
work in tandem. Policy can empower local action. For 
example, policies that support community energy co-ops or 
penalize pollution. Local success can pave the way for 
broader policies by showing what’s possible. The evolution 
toward an Ecological Civilization will likely be an interplay 
of bottom-up and top-down change, guided by a unifying 
vision of a better world. 

Underlying all these changes is a shift in values – a 
spiritual and ethical awakening. Many in my generation had 
our eyes opened by movements for civil rights, women’s 
rights, peace, and the environment. We learned to see that 
much of what we assumed to be “normal” was in fact unjust 
and destructive.  

Now humanity as a whole is being called to open its eyes 
to our broader relationship with the living Earth and with 
each other.  

We must come to see that violence against nature is as 
morally untenable as violence against people, and that 
allowing gross poverty in the midst of plenty is a profound 
economic failure. This shift is as much spiritual as political. 

Indeed, I consider the work before us a deeply spiritual 
endeavor. It is about coming home to connection – 
remembering the sacredness of creation and the inherent 
worth of each member of the Earth community. It is about 
humility – recognizing that humans are not the masters of 
the universe but participants in a miracle much larger than 
ourselves.  

And it is about love. Not love as a sentiment but love as 
an active force for transformation. The kind of all-
embracing goodwill of which Dr. King spoke. Or the 
compassion that allowed Mandela’s compatriots to see their 
oppressors as fellow humans in need of liberation. This love 
is revolutionary because it excludes no one and nothing 
from the circle of concern. It urges us to redesign our 
societies to reflect universal compassion. 

In closing, I return to the theme of creation’s journey. 
The story of our universe, as we now understand it. A grand 
creative drama. From the Big Bang to the formation of stars 
and galaxies, from the birth of our Earth to the advent of 
life and consciousness, it is an ongoing journey toward ever 
greater complexity, beauty, awareness, and possibility.  

Remarkably, each of us alive today has a role in this 
narrative. We are stardust become alive, matter that has 
evolved to sing, dance, reason, and love.  

As such, we stand at a crossroads between two possible 
futures. In one future we continue on the path of separation 
and likely bring the human chapter of creation’s journey to 
an untimely end. In the other future, we find our rightful 

place as responsible members of the Earth community in an 
Ecological Civilization, helping to guide creation’s journey 
into a future of harmony and new possibilities. The choice 
could not be more profound. It is, in a real sense, a test of 
what being human truly means. Are we, as the old story 
implied, destined to fight and consume until we collapse? 
Or are we, as the new story suggests, agents of conscious 
evolution, capable of wisdom and self-restraint. Able to 
align our lives with the well-being of the whole?  

I believe the latter is our true nature – and the 
actualization of our true potential. Evolution has gifted us 
with extraordinary minds and the freedom to choose – gifts 
that come with the responsibility to use them wisely. 

If we choose well, future generations might look back 
on this era as the time when humanity finally grew up – 
when we shifted from our adolescence of recklessness to a 
mature commitment to stewardship, compassion, and 
respect for life. They might say this was when we turned 
from the brink of disaster and began the real work of 
healing our relationship with Earth and each other. 

Of course, such a profound shift is not automatic. It 
requires conscious effort, courageous leadership, and the 
participation of us all. It will not be easy; birth never is. We 
will certainly face resistance from those who profit from the 
status quo and seek only to grow their personal wealth and 
power. There will be setbacks and moments of doubt. But I 
take heart in remembering that the dream of an Earth 
aligned with justice and life is an ancient dream. It has been 
whispered by prophets and sung by poets for millennia.  

It was the dream of Martin Luther King Jr., of Mahatma 
Gandhi, of Nelson Mandela – each in their own way 
yearning and working for a world where the dignity of 
every person is respected and where we live in peace with 
one another and with Creation.  

Science and spirit, once seen to be at odds, now tell us 
the same thing. Life is profoundly interconnected. 
Cooperation and care are keys to life’s thriving. We are 
meant for more than the selfish scramble that has 
dominated recent human history.  

In our hearts, we know it to be true that we find our 
deepest fulfillment not in what we consume or accumulate 
for ourselves. But in what we share – in the relationships 
we nurture and the good we do for others. The joy of 
helping a neighbor, the wonder of a forest, the feeling of 
being part of a community. In these moments we 
experience the true richness of life. 

Being human is not about dominating or transcending 
our earthly home. It is about coming home. It’s about seeing 
with clear eyes the reality of our interdependence and 
acting from that awareness. It’s about embracing our role 
as members of the family of Earth, rather than as 
conquerors of it. We are, in the fullest sense, children of 
Earth, and our maturity as a species will be measured by 
how we honor our Mother Earth and all our relations in the 
community of life. 

As we stand in this threshold time, let us choose to live 
into the new story. Let us find our place in creation’s 
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journey not as tyrants or bystanders, but as humble heroes 
of a chapter still being written. Each of us has a unique 
contribution to make – a unique gift to offer toward the 
great turning. The calling of our time is to bring those gifts 
forward in service of the whole. To join hands with others 
in common cause, and to allow the ancient dream of a just, 
compassionate, and sustainable world to guide us. 

We do not know every step of the path ahead, but the 
direction is clear. As the Earth Charter reminds us, “We 
stand at a critical moment in Earth’s history, a time when 
humanity must choose its future.”  

If we choose life – if we choose love, community, and 
reverence – we will not only avoid self-destruction; we will 
usher in an Ecological Civilization of immeasurable 
promise. In that future, being fully human will mean, above 
all, being a faithful member of the vast community of life, 
and an active co-creator in the continuing journey of 
Creation. 

That is a future worth working for with all our heart and 
soul. Let us step forward together, with courage and 
compassion, to play our part in this great turning. In doing 
so, we will discover the deeper meaning of being human – 
as co-creators, as caretakers, and as companions to all life 
on this beautiful, living Earth. 

We will prosper together in our care for life, or we will 
perish together in our exploitation of life to make money 
for the already morbidly rich. The choice is ours. 
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